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        Reconstructing past climate and cultural shifts could help predict how people and animals might be affected in the future.Addressing our deepest societal environmental challenges

	

	


The Center for the Environment is an interdisciplinary hub of environmental research that is committed to generating transformative solutions to our deepest societal challenges including: climate change, air pollution, access to clean water, food insecurity, biodiversity loss and infectious diseases.





Learn how our research addresses these challenges













By the numbers





76
Center scholars

6
Teams/Grants supported

250+
Activity participants

208
Journal articles published in 2023
































The Center’s mission




The center serves as a cross-cutting collaboration hub, encouraging partners, faculty and students to advance research projects in areas including biodiversity, environmental justice, planetary health, environmental solutions, and climate change. Here’s a closer look at who we are, what we do, and why it matters for our community, our region and our world.





Learn more about our work















Featured research & stories

View all research & stories







			

            



			
			
				
									

			
		


	
	
		

			
			
				‘Santiago Sierra: 52 Canvases Exposed to Mexico City’s Air’
			

		

        
		
					
				The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum at WashU will present this exbibition Feb. 23 through July 29. It consists of 52 canvases that Sierra placed on the floor of a city building, highlighting the contaminants that can poison the urban environment.

			

		
					
				
                    The Source – Newsroom				

			
		
			





			



			
			
				
									

			
		


	
	
		

			
			
				Gateway STEM students visit campus for Kolbert Q&A
			

		

        
		
					
				Climate Across Curriculum connects Gateway STEM students to WashU experts and resources. Recently, a cohort of 40 high school students met and had a Q&A session with Elizabeth Kolbert.

			

		
					
				
                    The Source – Newsroom				

			
		
			





			



			
			
				
									

			
		


	
	
		

			
			
				Water quality monitor, locust-inspired electronic nose under development
			

		

        
		
					
				Two teams of engineers led by WashU faculty will work toward developing products to monitor drinking water quality and to detect explosives with an electronic nose with one-year grants from the National Science Foundation.

			

		
					
				
                    McKelvey School of Engineering News				

			
		
			





			
			
		

	

	





The WashU ecosystem




Within the WashU ecosystem of environmental research, education, and practice, the Center for the Environment serves as a connector. Much like a biodiversity corridor, we work to create space where our partners within the ecosystem and across distinct disciplines come together to address our world’s biggest environmental challenges.





Explore our network of resources across WashU










In the news

View all news







			
            



	
	
		

			In the news

			
				Elizabeth Kolbert talks climate change and the Sixth Extinction in Assembly Series lecture
			

		

                    
            February 14, 2024
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			In the news

			
				Brumation and torpor: How animals survive cold snaps by playing dead-ish
			

		

                    
            February 14, 2024
        
		
					
							

		
					
				
                    St. Louis Public Radio				

			
		
			



            



	
	
		

			In the news

			
				Cyborg locusts may one day help search-and-rescue missions
			

		

                    
            February 8, 2024
        
		
					
							

		
					
				
                    Popular Science				

			
		
			



            		

	

	










Connect with us










Upcoming Events



	
		
									
				
					23

					Feb

				

				
					
						
							Ecology Now! – Santiago Sierra: 52 Canvases Exposed to Mexico City’s Air						
					


					
												
															From February 23, 2024 at 11:00 am to July 29, 2024 at 5:00 pm
													


													
								Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, 1 Brookings Dr, St. Louis, MO 63130							

						
											

				

			
					

	

			
		
									
				
					20

					Mar

				

				
					
						
							The Complexities of Ensuring Sustainable and Healthy Diets for Everyone with Dr. Jessica Fanzo						
					


					
												
															March 20, 2024, 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm						


													
								Virtual Event							

						
											

				

			
									
				
					20

					Mar

				

				
					
						
							Ecology Now! – Toxic Sublime: Art and the Climate Crisis						
					


					
												
															March 20, 2024, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm						


													
								Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, 1 Brookings Dr, St. Louis, MO 63130							

						
											

				

			
					

	

		




Learn more about our events











Contact the center
environment@wustl.edu
Meet our team














Research themes
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Environmental justice

        

    


	




    
        
            


	
	
	
	



Planetary health

        

    


	




    
        
            
  
    
  
  
    
  
  
    
    
    
    
    
  
  
    
    
    
    
    
  
  
    
    
    
    
  
Environmental solutions

        

    


	




    
        
            











Earth systems & climate change

        

    


	



			

	

		
	





	
		

			
				Contact

				MSC 1095-207-1160
 Green Hall, Suite 1160 
 1 Brookings Drive | St. Louis, MO 63130

				environment@wustl.edu

				
				

			

			
			Quick Links
	The WashU Ecosystem
	Scholars Database
	Events
	Newsletter sign up
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